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Elected to the Texas House of Representa-
tives in 1967, he served the people of his dis-
trict and his state with honor, integrity and dis-
tinction for 16 years. A lawmaker’s lawmaker, 
he served as the Chairman of the Claims 
Committee, the Business and Industry Com-
mittee, the Dallas Legislative Delegation. He 
was untiring. 

His sense of timing was always perfect. 
Chris Victor Semos was born in 1936. This 
was also the year of the Texas Centennial. 
This was not by chance or happenstance, for 
he believed he was destined to celebrate 
Texas and all things Texas. It was the delight 
of Chris Victor Semos’ heart to have the honor 
of serving as the Chairman of the Texas Ses-
quicentennial Commission. Because of the en-
ergy and the energy he devoted to the pro-
motion and the celebration of Texas’ 150th an-
niversary, his peers bestowed upon him the 
aptly descriptive sobriquet ‘‘The Father of the 
Texas Sesquicentennial.’’ He was indefati-
gable. 

Chris Victor Semos also made a lasting im-
pact on Dallas. For 12 years the people of 
Dallas County as the County Commissioner. 
He was elected to the office in 1983. During 
his tenure, he poured every ounce of his con-
siderable energy into building roads and 
bridges around the county. He was unfaltering. 

Because of his commitment to his commu-
nity, Chris Victor Semos was the recipient of 
countless awards. His honors, his awards and 
his decorations are too vast to name. Em-
blematic of the esteem in which he was held 
by his peers and his community, the Oak Cliff 
Lion’s Club honored Chris Victor Semos with 
the Humanitarian Award. It was not an honor 
that he took lightly. As a 50-year member of 
the Oak Cliff Lion’s Club, he promoted the 
welfare of others and championed reforms that 
improved the lives of his fellow man and fellow 
woman. He was unrelenting. 

Chris Victor Semos was filled with joy when 
he was united in holy matrimony with 
Anastasia, his bride of 37 years. His heart was 
filled with joy with the birth of each of his three 
daughters, Mary Katherine, Victoria Evelyn, 
and Kristina Anastasia. They were his greatest 
mark of distinction. His love and devotion for 
his wife and his daughters were unceasing. 

Mr. Speaker, after a lifetime of devoting his 
life to serving others, Chris Victor Semos has 
gone to his eternal rest. Therefore, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in paying tribute to 
former Texas State Representative Chris 
Semos. Moreover, I join with the city of Dallas 
and the State of Texas in mourning the loss 
of an outstanding citizen and friend.
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THANK YOU, MARGARET SIMS 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 24, 2004

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Margaret Sims. Over 1,252 of 
our soldiers have a new friend in Ms. Sims, 
who a year ago began writing to a soldier she 
did not know from her hometown of Gulf 
Breeze, FL. At 19 years of age and a rising 
sophomore at the University of West Florida, 
Margaret epitomizes patriotism in the United 
States. Margaret not only corresponds with 
many of the troops in Iraq on a regular basis 

in something she calls ‘‘Project Appreciation,’’ 
but also stands outside the local grocery store 
during the weekends gathering signatures for 
‘‘Thank You’’ banners. She has been known to 
gather 400 signatures per banner, sending 
them to troops in places like Tikrit and Kirkuk, 
as well as making care-packages filled with 
cans of tuna, crackers, and toiletries for a 
lucky few that have become her regular recipi-
ents. She has been honored in the Pensacola 
News Journal and throughout the First District 
of Florida, but it is time that she is recognized 
for her efforts by Congress. 

Patriotism is not only shown by our soldiers 
in the field but by our people at home. Her 
love for our country and her support of the 
troops is the true essence of patriotism. She 
shows our men and women in the field how 
valued and supported they are, giving them 
hope and faith from back home. By sending 
letters and care packages, and by taking the 
time to gather signatures on a banner from 
people throughout her community, Ms. Sims is 
making a true difference in America, a model 
patriot for all of us to admire. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress I would like to thank Margaret Sims 
for her patriotism and support of our troops. 
What we need in this country are more young 
men and women like her.
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70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PAS-
SAGE OF THE FEDERAL CREDIT 
UNION ACT 

HON. SPENCER BACHUS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 24, 2004

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the 70th anniversary of the passage of 
the Federal Credit Union Act on June 26, 
1934. Since the passage of this momentous 
legislation, federal credit unions have consist-
ently proven themselves to offer high quality fi-
nancial services at low costs to over 85 million 
Americans. 

As members of this body, many of us are 
well aware through first-hand knowledge of the 
importance of federal credit unions. Owned by 
their members, federal credit unions are finan-
cial institutions that embrace the true spirit of 
volunteerism. Federal credit unions are run by 
volunteer boards of directors that are elected 
by their members, and encourage the value of 
saving regularly to build economic security for 
the future. 

The entire premise of the credit union move-
ment is the commitment to values that we can 
all embrace. Folks with modest means who of-
tentimes are overlooked by other types of fi-
nancial institutions are assured of access to fi-
nancial services thanks to America’s credit 
unions. Driven by a deeply held commitment 
to member service rather than financial profits, 
credit unions offer not only low-cost financial 
services but also much-needed financial edu-
cation to some of the most neglected sectors 
of our society. 

For these reasons, Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and applaud the passage of the 
Federal Credit Union Act seventy years ago. 
In conjunction with all the fine work of the Na-
tional Association of Federal Credit Unions 
(NAFCU), the trade association that exclu-
sively represents the interests of federal credit 

unions, there is no doubt in my mind of the 
benefits Americans across the nation will con-
tinue to gain because of the good work of our 
nation’s federal credit unions for many more 
years to come.
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INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION 
ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2005

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRISTOPHER SHAYS 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 23, 2004

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4548) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2005 for intel-
ligence and intelligence-related activities of 
the United States Government, the Commu-
nity Management Account, and the Central 
Intelligence Agency Retirement and Dis-
ability System, and for other purposes,

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Chairman, from its incep-
tion in 1996, the United Nations’ Oil-for-Food 
Program (OFF) was susceptible to political 
manipulation and financial corruption. Trusting 
Saddam Hussein to exercise sovereign control 
over billions of dollars of oil sales and com-
modity purchases invited the illicit premiums 
and kickback schemes now coming to light. 

But much is still not known about the exact 
details of Oil-for-Food transactions. That is 
one reason my Subcommittee on National Se-
curity, Emerging Threats, and International 
Relations convened a hearing on April 21st to 
help pierce the veil of secrecy that still 
shrouds the largest humanitarian aid effort in 
history. 

This much we know: The Hussein regime 
reaped an estimated $10.1 billion from this 
program: $5.7 billion in smuggled oil; and $4.4 
billion in oil surcharges and kickbacks on hu-
manitarian purchases through the Oil-for-Food 
Program. There is no innocent explanation for 
this. 

At the hearing, the Subcommittee heard the 
program, while successful in many ways, was 
riddled with corruption and the independent ef-
forts of the Iraqis to investigate the fraud was 
being stifled by the Coalition Provisional Au-
thority. 

We want the State Department, the CPA, 
the intelligence community, and the U.N. to 
know there has to be a full accounting of all 
Oil-for-Food transactions, even if that unac-
customed degree of transparency embar-
rasses some members of the Security Council. 

Two months ago, U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan assured me he wants to get to the 
bottom of this scandal and restore faith in the 
ability of the U.N. to do its job. Subsequently, 
the Secretary General appointed Paul Volcker 
to lead an independent panel to look into the 
Oil-for-Food Program.

While Mr. Volcker brings expertise and pres-
tige to the task, we are concerned about the 
slow pace of the U.N. investigation. The 
Volcker panel has just announced the hiring of 
senior staff. Nevertheless, they continue to 
say an interim report, possibly this summer, 
will address the conduct of UN employees and 
allegations about the Secretary General’s 
son’s involvement. 

But we also need to know more than what 
just happened at the U.N. We also need to 
know what happened at the US Mission. We 
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